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Season Kick-off2009!!
Dale Rose- Sr. Counselor NH
Well let me start off by first saying that I
am absolutely ecstatic to be back at Camp
NEOFA for another season. There are so many
familiar faces and just as many new faces to
work with this season. This year I am Sr.
Counselor of New Hampshire, leader of Sports
and Games, and designated fire builder of the
illustrious fire crew!
Yesterday on July 5th, we got our first
batch of campers. Once everybody was settled in
it was time to let the games begin. Naturally our
first camp wide activity was our regular
icebreakers. We got to learn the names off all the
new faces and just a little about what we all like.
Later on in the evening came good old “Capture
the Flag”, a favorite amongst campers and
counselors alike. It was great fun! I managed to
eat dirt over and over and over. One camper even
said it was movie-worthy. We’ll have to see
about that one though. Oh and I just want to
indulge in a moment of pride and say, “Hello
Keith!! I’m sorry about your “indestructible” ax.
Now we move on to our first regularly
scheduled activity day, July 6^*! We played a
variety of games such as kickball and 500.1 feel
the need to laugh at myself here, because even
though I seem to be able to throw an ax around
for days on end, if you have me throw a baseball
or swing a bat just a few times my arm gets
incredibly sore, which is just what happened
after our very first period. Well it’s time to hit
the field again, let’s see if I can keep up this time
shall we? Let’s make this a season to remember!
Hello to you July 7*! The weather today
was a bit on the dreary side, but even so the fun

continued for Camp NEOFA. For our evening
event we had some hilarious paper-bag skits
featuring so many awesome characters and sidesplittingly funny intermissions enacted by
counselors. This was followed by a great game
of Truth or Consequences in which our own
Chris Towne got quite the luxurious makeover,
decided upon by A.C.D. Keith Ploof. The
makeover included a new hairstyle with a side of
egg. My favorite part of the night was at the very
end when some of the long-time members of the
camp shared some of their stories from way back
and then asked me to tell about some of my
stories here from last year. I always love to just
sit back and reminisce about fond times and the
audience seemed to enjoy the tales as well.
Another rainy day for the 8th of July,,
when we were indoors for most of the day. Once
again however it didn’t stop us from having a
good time. We had a visit from our very own
adorable Camp NEOFA Easter Bunny who got
us started in an Easter egg hunt with the grand
prize being inside a golden egg. In the end, the
prize went to the person who came the closest to
finding the golden egg, Megan Rittall. When it
was all over we piled into the mess hall once
again for the remainder of the night with a
movie. Is everyone having a good time so far? I
know I am!
Sunny again at last on July 9^! Good
timing too because we had our seasons first Land
Olympics! The event consisted of several parts
including costume racing, wheelbarrow racing,
archery, basketball, & tug-of-war. The race to
victory was incredibly tight between my cabin
(New Hampshire) and Vermont. With campers
like Wesley Ring, who runs like the wind blows
amongst it’s ranks, it’s easy to understand why
New Hampshire won all of the “racing” themed
segments of the Olympics, but Vermont was
always close behind and took first in just about

all of the segments that New Hampshire didn’t
win such as the eating contest and the egg race.
The event concluded with an epic tug-of-war,
particularly interesting was the devastating
defeat of the group B and C boys at the hands of
their female counterparts! The all around winner
today was New Hampshire! Good job guys!
Congratulations as well to the wonderful
campers who participated, and thanks to the staff
who made it all possible.
July 10th, the end of week 1! It’s been a
great week and we shall conclude with our first
Water Olympics and dance of the season.

First Week Fun!
Erik Kohene- Sr. Counselor VT
I am very thrilled to be back at camp
NEOFA. I always have some of the best times
here. I am the Senior Counselor of Vermont,
Archery Instructor, and Fire Chief.
First week has been great so far! All the
Counselors have been doing an amazing job and
the campers have been having a lot of fun. I am
in charge of archery, so on Monday I gave
lessons on how to shoot, properly take out the
arrow and bring it back, and safety. Right from
the beginning, group A (8 year olds) was having
a blast. They were attentive and enjoyed
shooting arrows the most, especially Meghan
Rittall who asked me if she could shoot during
free time. While Dale Rose and I were starting a
fire, Keith Ploof decided to see how many licks
it took to get into the center of a Tootsie Pop. He
passed out a pop to each of the campers and they
had to start counting to see how many licks it
actually takes to get to the center. The range of
how many licks
To start out our Tuesday, somebody
pranked us with toilet paper, tying string around
our cabin and putting a toilet seat on our water
bucket. I also decided to make archery a little bit
more fun with prizes involved. I took balloons
and stuck them to the targets for campers to
shoot at. Once again my little Group A was on
top of things. All of them shot a balloon, which
earned them a prize. Ryan Kingsbury was the
only one out of the group who shot a balloon in

the bulls-eye. There was one thing that I saw that
I couldn’t believe. Naomi Tremblay was able to
scrape a balloon and leave a mark; she hit
another balloon where the arrow bounced off as
well. One of the camper came up to me and said
“THIS SHOULD GO INTO THE WORLD
RECORD BOOK!” Isaiah Tremblay from Group
C shot the most balloons (2).
Wednesday was very rainy and
the campers were able to watch a movie that
night.
Thursday was a beautiful day. Everybody
was having a lot of fun at archery. Vermont
cabin was toilet papered twice during the land
Olympics and then my bunk was placed outside,
underneath the flagpoles while I was running
some errands. My cabinet was placed on top of a
bunk as well. I was able to use the advantage of
the prank by taking a nap underneath the flag
poles listening to music during my free time. It
was great! At night was a game of Escape where
all the counselors hid and the campers had to
find them. At first everything was going very
well. I hid in a perfect spot under some brush
with my camouflage. Then, I started to sweat and
with the sweat came the mosquitoes. I was
starting to get very aggravated and wished the
campers could find me before I was eaten alive
by all the mosquitoes. The fire that night went
very well. At first it started off slow because the
wood was wet, but then Dale and I tossed some
very dry wood on top and it was set ablaze.

Erik’s bunk outside (Prank)

Archery Group

Water Olympics
Friday Juiy 10, 2009
Water Balloon Fight
Campers vs. Counselors-— Counselors WON
Tinfoil Rock
1. Wesley Ring (NH)
2. Damon Carleton (VT)
3. John Gayton (VT)
Greasy Watermelon
Part one: Isaiah Tremblay (NH)
Part Two: Wesley Ring (NH)
Boat Race
Girls:
1. Hannah Bailey, Nina Wyatt (ME 1)
2. Octavia Hayden, Kasey Googins (Mass. 1)
3. Brianna Wyatt, Billie Ring (ME 2)
Boys:
1. Wesley Ring, Matthew Gayton (NH)
2. John Gayton, Donavin Hughes (VT)
3. Garrett Prior, Anthony Dec (RI)
ME 1 vs. NH------ ME 1
Handstand Competition
Brianna Wyatt (ME 2)
Back flip Competition
1. Brianna Wyatt (ME 2)
2. Meghan Rittall (MA 1)
3. Naomi Cummings-Tremblay (MA 1)
Front Flip Competition
Brianna Wyatt (ME 2)
Belly Flop Competition
Wesley Ring (NH)
Diving Competition
Anna Barlow (ME 1)
Cannon Ball Contest
Octavia Hayden (MA 1)

NEW HAMPSHIRE WON WATER
OLYMPICS!!!!!
First Week In Nature!!!!
Missy Harney SR. Counselor ME 1
This Week started out beautifully!!
Monday it was sunny and the campers
played several Ice Breakers. First, they
played the “toilet paper” game, this game is

when campers take a roll of toilet paper and
pass it around taking as much off the roll as
they think they will need, after every camper
and counselor has taken some, we then
have to tell as many things about ourselves
depending on how many squares of toilet
paper we had. The Campers seemed to
enjoy learning about their fellow campers
and counselors! Next, we played Bat and
Moth, which is when one child gets
blindfolded and starts shouting “BAT” then
another camper, is yelling “Moth” and tries to
avoid getting tagged by the “Bat”. The rest of
the campers are standing in a circle not
letting the “bat” or “moth” escape, this game
seemed to be the favorite with all three
groups. After the icebreakers we took each
group into the woods where we built a tee
pee last summer. We showed the new
campers and the old campers. The returning
campers loved seeing the tee-pee still
standing after a year.
Tuesday we played a game called “Guess
that Scent”. I found about 20 scents both of
nature and scents they think they can
recognize from everyday things. The kids
looked like they were having fun learning
new scents and trying to identify the scents
they thought they knew. After smelling all
their scents they tried to see who could
guess all the scents and different challenges
with each other!! Nature today was a great
time!!!
.
Wednesday was a rainy day and the kids
looked very sad because they could not play
or do any activities outside. We watched
nature videos and played nature hangman.
We watched a movie on marine animals
especially dolphins and fish and then we
watched a video about insects and how they
grow! The kids learned new things about all
the animals in the movies!!
Thursday we did not have nature because of
Land Olympics!!!
Friday we took groups B and C in Canoes
and Kayaks and went to explore the pond
life in the pond here at camp! The groups
like going boating especially in the great
weather!! They identified frogs, plants, fish

here. My favorite activities are archery and arts and
crafts!
Meghan: Camp NEOFA is super FUN!!
Naomi: I love Archery and Sports and Games!!

Maine 1:
Anna: I really liked skit night and had a lot of fun
doing it. I also had a good time doing the scavenger
hunt. Making hats was really interesting and fun, and
I loved playing canoe races and tag, and I lik<ed being
in the water in general.
Hannah: Arts and Crafts was not really what I had
expected, two years of girl scout camp made me
think that arts and crafts was just about Popsicle
sticks and ugly feathers, but instead I found that hat
making and other arts were very fun. I was dreading
skit night, but once we were all in the dining hall I
dread dissolving.
Nina: I was really excited for archery, and land/water
Olympics and for the semi good weather this week
and would definitely come back to camp NEOFA.

Counselors of Maine 1:
Missy (SR. Counselor): This first week of camp was
an exciting one my cabin had three girls that were
home schooled but still were funny and friendly.
Anna, Hannah and Nina were three of the cleanest
campers I have ever had at camp. Katherine and
Kasey were my Junior Counselors and they helped
me out a lot because I was already running around!
Melanie was my CIT and she fried her best to help
me as much as she could! I had a great week
learning different things about my campers and fellow
staff members! I had a great WEEK!!! I am going to
miss all my campers from week one but cant wait for
the ones in weeks two and three!!’
Katherine (JR Counselor): My first week of camp
NEOFA campers, well where to begin, Anna,
Hannah, and Nina are really friendly girls but at first
they were really shy to do anything but read and talk
amongst themselves, but really they broke out of their
shells most, people do...(LOL) especially with
counselors like Missy, Kasey, Mel and myself!!
Because we all know we are a bunch of WACK JOBS
but that’s ok!! The first week of camp has been great
and I look forward to the next two weeks of the camp
season.
Kasey (JR Counselor): I had an interesting week
with the new campers and some new staff but mostly
all from last season. I am really excited to be back in
my home cabin Connecticut all the way, but I am
happy that we are getting to know new campers and
thanks a lot for the returning staff, its really great that
mostly everyone came back to see the camp family
again. Two more weeks everyone!

Vermont 1:

Erik: This week has been one of the best weeks I
have ever had. It was very relaxing especially when
the sun came out and everyone was happy. I am so
thankful for the awesome group of campers. I am
especially happy about all the counselors who are
here and really make this place great for everyone to
enjoy. Thank You Everyone!

and anything else they seemed to see in the
water!!!
This week's Nature class was so much fun, I
really enjoyed teaching and playing with
each camper and my hope is that every
camper took something away that they did
not know before!! Thanks to all the campers
for making my job so much fun!! Thanks
also to Dustin Hines, Katherine Murphy,
Chelsea Tremblay and Jessica Koehne for
being so helpful and just being awesome to
work with!!!!

Donovan is now a pro at the hats, so he will
be helping me teach how to make them next
week.
Thanks campers for the wonderful week!!
And thank you Susan and Judy for helping
all of us make hats. The staff thanks you for
making them hats for the cold camp days.

Here's what counselors and
campers had to say about this
week....
Rhode Island 1:

Escape

Garrett: I like Camp NEOFA because Dan-O and
Chris are my counselors!
Anthony: I like Dan for a counselor and Chris the
lifeguard.
Ryan K: I like Camp NEOFA because on the first day
at the store I bought a Hershey’s chocolate bar with
nuts, and a root beer. When I got homesick, I got
water and a stuffed dog named Crackers. I am
having a lot of fun, and I got a shirt at store, and I am
going to wear it on the last day of camp.

Maine 2:

Missy and Katherine just goofing around.

Reanna: “Our Cabin Conversations.”
Tuesday, July 7th, it was the first night without all of
our counselors and it was our first night for a full
conversation about ourselves. That was when we
finally got to know each other.

Mass 1:

Arts and Crafts
Lyndsey and Mel
The first week was great!! We pumped out a
ton of hats thanks to Judy and Susan from
Mass! The first one was made the second
day of camp and after Chris Ritter came in
and wore it...it was so CUTE. Since most of
the days were rainy, we stayed inside and
worked on our hats or made Pet Rocks.
Once the sun came out, the kids got antsy.

Liz Sr. Counselor: Although I wasn’t able to be here
for the first few days of camp, I was thrilled when I
was able to return and meet my campers! It was also
very nice to see returning campers from previous
years. While the weather this week has been
somewhat less than desirable, we have still managed
to have an awesome time with everything we’ve
done, and I am looking forward to the next couple of
weeks ahead. I am confident that this season will be
just as memorable as last season, and I can't wait for
the activities and experiences to come!
Octavia: I k^'^<e Camp NEOFA. It is the best place I
have ever been to before. I have had so much fun

FIRST WEEK CAMPERS 2009
Bailey, Hannah
5 Broman Way
Lydeborough, NH 03082

Kingsbury, Nathen
9 Lakeshore Dr
Gilmanton, NH 03237

Barlow, Anna
25 Myrtle St.
Milford, NH 03055

Kingsbury, Ryan
9 Lakeshore Dr.
Gilmanton, NH 03237

Benoit, Reanna
27 Pierce St
Concord, NH 03301

Phillips, Tayler
301 Union St #321
Franklin, MA 02038

Cummings- Trembly, Naomi
25 Tufton St
Brunswick, ME 04011

Prior, Garrett
232 Wallston Rd
Tenants Harbor, ME 04860

Carleton, Damon
PO Box 191
Glen Cove, ME 04846

Ring, Billie
21 Boynton Rd
Liberty, ME 04949

Dec, Anthony
25 Ocean St
Rockland, ME 04841

Ring, Wesley
21 Boynton Rd
Liberty, ME 04949

Doyle, Jennifer
425 S. Mountain Valley Hwy.
Montville, ME 04941

Rittall, Megan
59 East Neck
Nobleboro, ME 04555

Gayton, John
189 Linebury Rd
Ipswich, MA 01938

Tremblay, Isaiah
25 Tufton St
Brunswick, ME 04011

Gayton, Mathew
189 Linebury Rd
Ipswich, MA 01938

Wyatt, Brianna
48 Concord St
Concord, NH 03301

Hedberg, Nina
5 Broman Way
Lydeborough, NH 03082

Hughes, Donovin
34 Cottage St.
Lewiston, ME 04240

21 Smith
Newburyport, MA 01950

34 West River Rd
Uxbridge, MA 01569

Bailly, Melissa, Sr. Counselor
1375 Union St
Bangor, ME 04401

Messer, Carla - Camping Director
35 Hillside Ave.
Keene, NH 03431

Belanger, Courtney, Jr. Counselor
191 Mechanic Falls Rd
Poland, ME 04274

Murphy, Katherine, Jr. Counselor
49 Pine Dr
Windham, ME 04062

Bennet, Alice Chrm. Camp Directors
POBox 122
Shelburne, VT 05482

Armstrong, Melanie CIT
144 Butcher House Dr. Apt 17
Waitsfield, VT, 05673

Hickey, Susan
22 Moore St
Natick, MA 01760

Vaghini, Judy
74 Lancaster Rd
Clinton, MA 01510
Whitney, Gayle
PO Box 126t
Wilton, NH03086

Koehne, Jessica CIT
26 A Church St

COUNSELORS OF
THE WEEK

Uxbridge, MA 01569
Currier, Lyndsey, Sr Counselor
62 McCuster, Pl

MALE

Claremont, NH, 03743
Geddes, Dianne, Asst. Cook

Ritter, Christopher, Sr. Counselor

31 Nevins Rd
Hollis, NH 03049

639 Cordville Rd
Greenbush, ME 04418

George, Sandra, Food Service Manager

Rose, Dale Sr. Counselor

9 Reservoir Rd
Springfield, VT 05156

1375 Union St
Bangor, ME 04401

Googins, Kasey, Jr. Counselor
94 Ward Rd

Towne, Christopher
107 Emerys Bridge Rd

Windham, ME 04062

South Berwick, ME 03908

Harney, Missy, Sr. Counselor
273 Mitchell Rd
Cape Elizabeth, ME 04107

Hines, Dustin, Jr. .Counselor
20 Yorkwoods Rd
South Berwick, Me 03908

Hlovac, Daniel, Jr. Counselor
843 North Mountain Rd
Jefferson, ME 04348

Tremblay, Chelsea
25 Tufton St
Brunswick, ME 04011

Whitney, Douglas, EMT
PO Box 1265
Wilton, NH 03086

Sr. Male
Jr. Male

Chris R
Dan

FEMALE
Sr. Counselor
Jr. Counselor

Missy
Chelsea

CAMPER OF THE WEEK
MALE WESLEY RING
FEMALE MEGHAN RITTTALL

